He responded inconsistently to sound and exhibited large discrepancies between his excellent visual cognition and poor auditory skills. The young man had normal audiometric thresholds, yet his auditory brainstem response (ABR) was absent.
This year marks the 30th anniversary of the paper in which we presented his case, and several others, identifying the dyssynchrony disorder that is now called auditory neuropathy (AN; Laryngoscope 1984; 94[3] :400-406).
The field has come a long way since then, and we now view neuropathy as a spectrum encompassing several pathologies, including disorders of the brainstem, auditory nerve, and ribbon synapses (Brain 1996; 119 We have investigated the neurobiology of APD, and of language-learning problems more broadly, using the auditory frequency following response (FFR).
Like the auditory brainstem response, the FFR is generated by summed synchronous firing of brainstem nuclei. The FFR is the product of sustained phaselocking to periodic sounds (Ear Hear 2010; 31[3] :302-324).
Unlike the ABR, the frequency following response reflects the confluence of cognitive and sensory processing.
Experiments in my lab have revealed the systematic relationship of reading and language ability with FFR consistency (J Neurosci 2013; 33[8]:3500-3504) .
FFR consistency improves through early childhood (Cereb Cortex 2013; doi: 10.1093 
